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Wayne’sWorld
Another Bush Mess Lands in Court
by Wayne Hoskisson, Utah Chapter Chair

S

oon we will have a new president. We all hope for
better times under President Obama.

Unfortunately we will have a lot of cleaning up to
remedy the last eight years under President Bush. Here
in Utah we face many threats to our public lands. Six
Bureau of Land Management resource management plans
were signed by Secretary of Interior Kempthorne at the
end of 2008. This was an amazingly astute move by the

The Utah Chapter submitted
comments on the BLM resource
management plans, and our
comments were ignored.
Bush Administration because it eliminated all possibility
of administrative appeal. The plans create vast networks
of off-road vehicle routes, continuing livestock grazing
at unsustainable levels, a turning over much of the land
to the oil and gas industry. The BLM ignored their own
findings that hundreds of thousands of acres qualified for
designation as wilderness.

The Utah Chapter submitted comments on the BLM
resource management plans, and our comments were
ignored. The Sierra Club has no recourse other than
the courts to remedy these problems. We will be joining
our partners in filing lawsuits to overturn the resource
management plans. We will be seeking protection for wild
places adjacent to Arches National Park and Dinosaur
National Monument, in Nine Mile Canyon and along the
Green River, in the Deep Creek Mountains, and across the
top of the Book Cliffs.
Perhaps the most important opportunity the country
lost in the last eight years was the making the changes we
need in the face of global climate change. This affects all of
us in too many ways to list here. Climate change will make
our deserts more fragile; our forests will change in ways we
do not fully understand, and disrupt our water supplies.
The federal land management agencies like the BLM are in
complete denial of their responsibility to create a landscape
more resilient to climate change.

Western Turf Wars: The Politics of
Public Lands Ranching
Book Review by Gary Macfarlane

T

here have been some very fine and important books
written from a scientific perspective about the ecological impacts from livestock grazing on public lands and the
failure of federal agencies to live up to their stewardship
responsibilities. Hudak’s Western Turf Wars takes a refreshingly different approach. It is even more compelling as it
tells stories—the personal histories—of twenty-five people
intimately involved in issues surrounding public land livestock grazing policy.

UtahSierran
Winter 2009 Vol. 42 No. 1

Editor: Mark Clemens
design: Peridot Design
..............................
Utah Sierran © Copyright 2009, The Utah Chapter Sierra Club (USPS 5375) .
The Utah Sierran is published quarterly (February, May, August, November)
by the Sierra Club’s Utah Chapter, 2159 South 700 East Suite 210, Salt Lake
City, UT 84106-3785.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Utah Sierran, Sierra Club, 2590 South
700 East Suite 210, Salt Lake City, UT 84106-3785.
Annual dues for the Sierra Club are $39, of which $1 is for a subscription to
Utah Sierran. Non-member subscriptions are available for $10 per year from
the Utah Chapter office.
Submit all articles, artwork, photographs, letters and comments to utah.

Western Turf Wars honors people whose stories and experiences have been ignored by the media. Hudak’s compilation is the first of which I am aware that tells several stories
of former and current public agency employees and ordinary citizens who have struggled to reduce the impacts of
grazing on land owned by all Americans. While no single
book could encompass the vast range of experiences of citizen conservationists who watchdog livestock grazing and
livestock grazing policy on public lands, Western Turf Wars
covers a good deal of them. There are mountains of books,
articles, movies, and documentaries from the perspective
of cowboys and public land ranchers. We
don’t need another hagiography of this
American icon, but we do need to
hear the stories of citizens and public
servants.
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The book shines precisely because it is
written down as an oral history. Much like
the great American author Studs Terkel, an
influence Hudak credits in the preface, he
lets the people tell their stories in their
own words. And getting those stories
took Hudak two summers of travel
throughout the West—from Montana
to New Mexico, and from California to
South Dakota.
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There are some very powerful stories, to be sure. The
decisions by agency people to quit in the face of illegal intimidation, corruption or both, knowing that nothing can
be done, are telling. So are the stories of political pressure,
harassment, or death threats against those exercising their
constitutional rights.
Even if you don’t know any of the people whose stories
are told, you become caught up in their lives. You feel how
they feel (and felt) and experience the contradictions of
American life. I enjoyed getting into the heads of the story
tellers, comparing their experiences, beliefs, and solutions
with those of my own. It made me think not only about
new ways to look at environmental issues surrounding livestock grazing on public land, but bigger questions of public trust, citizen responsibility, and the role of government
in the face of the realities of human nature.
Of the many contributions of Western Turf Wars, perhaps
the most important is its personal, emotional wallop. This
book effectively counters the media demonization of environmentalists, conservationists, and agency people and
shows them to be real people
and citizens concerned about
the fate of our public lands
and our country. For that alone,
it is worth reading.
Western Turf Wars: The Politics of Public
Lands Ranching, 396 pp., includes bibliography, index, by Mike Hudak, Biome Books
2007, $26.95 + $4.25 shipping. Available
from the publisher at www.biomebooks.com
or 38 Oliver St., Binghamton, NY
13904-1516.

